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plays in Augustan drama and is the only example of the once thriving genre of satirical ballad opera to remain popular today. Ballad
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The Gentle Shepherd is Scotland's first opera. All the music is based on popular Scottish fiddle music and folk tunes. It features ballads
and traditional dance music and fuses Scottish fiddle-playing with the Italian baroque style. The hero is the shepherd Patie (Patrick), son
of Sir William Worthy, who left him in the care of Symon and Elspa when he was forced to flee The Gentle Shepherd is Scotland's first
opera. All the music is based on popular Scottish fiddle music and folk tunes. It features ballads and traditional dance music and fuses
Scottish fiddle-playing with the Italian The ballad opera is a genre of English stage entertainment that originated in the early 18th
century, and continued to develop over the following century and later. Like the earlier comÃ©die en vaudeville and the later Singspiel,
its distinguishing characteristic is the use of tunes in a popular style (either pre-existing or newly composed) with spoken dialogue.
These English plays were 'operas' mainly insofar as they satirized the conventions of the imported opera seria. Music critic Peter
Gammond

