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Abstract: In recent years there has been a growing interest among Chinese and western scholars in
reconstructing Confucian philosophy for contemporary or comparative purposes. There have been
interesting works examining the compatibility between Confucianism on the one hand and civil
liberties and democracy on the other. However, the relation between Confucianism and justice was
left relatively unexamined. This paper is an attempt to partially fill the gap. It aims to reconstruct
early Confucian views of justice. My focus is not general justice or justice as a virtue, but
distributive justice and social justice. The questions I want to discuss are: does Confucianism contain
the concepts of distributive justice and social justice? Are there ethical principles governing the
distribution of resources in Confucianism? Are they principles of justice, and, if so, are they still
relevant and viable today
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