“Why Faith Matters”
By Rabbi David Wolpe

Shortly after completing chemotherapy for lymphoma, I read an editorial
condemning religion and decrying belief in God. The combination of what I
had endured and what I read moved me to write a new book: Why Faith
Matters.
In the book I make the case for faith; not any single faith, but rather the
general importance of faith — indeed Rick Warren, the Pastor of
Saddleback church and author of A Purpose Driven Life wrote the
foreword. In part the book asks perennial questions: does religion cause
war, is it compatible with science, is faith good for individuals and for
society?
Underlying it all is a reflection on my experiences with cancer. When I was
sick, faith was not an abstract proposition; it was a community, a
willingness to help, a sense that I was not alone. My prayers were not for
magical cures but for closeness. Rather than reflecting on all I was losing,
faith helped me understand anew all the blessings that I had been given.
Religion does become entangled in politics, in superstitions, in competition
among groups. It can be hijacked by fundamentalists who disgrace God’s
name with violence. Human nature is a mixed bag, and there is more than a
little ugliness inside us. But for most of us, living a life of faith is ennobling.
If our faith is embracing, tender, vivid, filled with an appreciation for God’s
bounty and our responsibilities, then mockery fades, cruelty abates and it is
clear why faith matters.

Why Faith Matters. December 10, 2002 Aly ColÃ³n. Category: Archive. Something was missing. It wasnâ€™t my notebook. It lay on the
car seat next to me as I drove back to the city desk.Â It also indicated that matters of faith manifest themselves in all kinds of places,
among all kinds of people. And to ignore that meant that I could still tell the story, just not the whole story. Why Faith Matters is an
articulate defense of religion in America. It makes the case for faith and shows its relationship to history and science. Refuting the cold
reason of atheists and the hatred of fanatics with a vision of religion informed by faith, love, and understanding, Rabbi David J. Wolpe
follows in a literary tradition that stretches from Cardinal Newman to C. S. Lewis to Thomas Mertonâ€”individuals of faith who brought
religion and culture together in their own works. Why Faith Matters is an articulate defense of religion in America. It makes the case for
faith and shows its relationship to history and science.Â Rabbi David J. Wolpe's book, Why Faith Matters, came to my attention as I
prepared to teach a class on Hebrews 11. "Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see" (Hebrews
11:1). Wolpe is more philosophical and focuses on the quest for meaning. "Faith believes in the legitimacy of asking 'why'--that the very
question is an animating force in life" (193).

