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I will not say much about autobiography in South Africa because itâ€™s a given. Itâ€™s the kind of thing that has emerged naturally
from South African conditions, and in fact, we are seeing it emerge all over Africa as a literature of self-definition. It has become a
peculiar genre in Africa, a genre that depicts the very social conditions that have given rise to it. My remarks this morning will be
concerned mostly with the novel. This is a more problematic genre in South Africa than in other parts of Africa, and we may need a long
time to debate and discuss the issues surrounding it. Before I go Introduction to African/South African Autobiography; Sindiwe Magona's
To My Children's Children Antjie Krog's The Country of My Skull Wole Soyinka's AkÃ©: The Years of Childhood Nozipo Maraire's
Zenzele: A Letter for My Daughter.Â Mexico. Europe(Continental). South Africa. China. Israel. Japan. South Korea. Australia. New
Zealand. Argentina. Brazil. Chile. Okay. An Autobiography. Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born in 1869 at Porbandar in western
India. In 1888 he went to London to study law, qualifying in 1891, where he encountered liberal and Christian ideas, and the teachings of
Tolstoy. Returning to India, he practised law there until 1893 when he left for South Africa. The Transvaal governmentâ€™s
discriminatory policy led him to campaign for the rights of the Indian community using the method of passive resistance, which he called
Satyagraha â€“ truth force. Gandhi returned to India in 1915 and in 1925 he became President of the Indian National Cong

Historians who focus on South African history do not normally write autobiographies. Even CW de Kiewiet, the only South African
historian who to my mind has come close to the elusive category of genius, never wrote about his own life. WM Macmillan, who together
with De Kiewiet carried the liberal f lag in the 1930s and 1940s, did write about his South African years, but he was neither born in this
country nor died here. Phyllis Lewsenâ€™s autobiography, Reverberations: A Memoir, appeared in 1996. Arthur Keppel-Jonesâ€™s A
Patriot in Search of a Country was published posthumously in 2003. The only. The author recounts his return to South Africa in 1976
after twenty years in exile and describes the problems that still face his nation.Â Short stories, anthologies, novels, and an
autobiography are all part of Mphahlele's repertoire. According to his biographer, Ursula A. Barnett, Mphahlele "has been closely
associated with every phase of [contemporary] South African literature and often gave it direction or led the way." Mphahlele came to
the forefront of African writers with the publication of his highly acclaimed autobiography, Down Second Avenue (1965), which is also a
powerful social commentary on black life in South Africa.

